
 

Step 2:  A Dream Comes True! 

Brigadoon applied for a grant from Employees 
Community Fund (ECF) of Boeing Puget Sound.  
The application was submitted and considered 
in 2012 and we were notified that a site team 
would be visiting Brigadoon Service Dogs and 
that we were one of two organizations that 
had been selected for consideration of their 
first awards in 2013.  On March 12, Brigadoon 
received a check for $40,000 that allowed for the purchase of a Mer-

cedes 172”, 72” high Sprinter 
van — the vehicle of our 
dreams.  Brigadoon extends a 
very special Paws Up! Salute 
to Boeing Employees Commu-
nity Fund of Puget Sound for 
their generous and very much 
needed vote of confidence in 
our programs! 
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Kind-hearted souls,  grit and  
determination — all come  

together in a  
rippling outreach of the 

most unique and generous kind.   
A four-part story about the van 

we so desperately needed . . . 

 

Step 3:  Ripples Bring a Second 
Van to Brigadoon 

Almost at the same time, we were ap-
proached by the Cushman Family who want-
ed to make a donation of their Sprinter Van 
equipped with a wheelchair lifted in 
memory of  Lt. Robert P. Cushman.  This van, 
also a Sprinter model, sports a wheel chair 
lift and has been decked out in its new Briga-
doon signage. 

Step 1:  Denise’s Dream . . . 

One of the parting activities at the 2012 An-
nual Graduation and Auction event held in 
mid—October was as heartfelt request for 
assistance in replacing Brigadoon’s 1996 
Ford Van — a vehicle that had seen better 
days, was not the most fuel efficient, nor did 
it really meet our growing needs.  The imme-
diate result was a $10,000 series of “Raise 
the Paddle” donations designated to acquire 
a new van.  

Step 4:  A Chance to “Give Back” 

Shortly before a recent Sunday Samoan ser-
vice, a car crashed into the New Beginnings 
Church van, sending several parishioners to 
the hospital.  The seven church members 
survived, but their van didn’t.  Reverend John  
Molia prayed  for a solution, and on Wednesday, June 5, his prayers 
were answered when Denise donated our outgrown 1996 Ford Van! 



Brigadoon Hires New Assistant Director 

 

We are pleased to an-
nounce that Rebecca Pick-
thorn has joined Briga-
doon’s staff as the Assistant 
Director effective June 17, 
2013. Rebecca has interned 
and volunteered with us 
since September of 2012, 
and brings with her great 
enthusiasm and apprecia-
tion of the work of Briga-
doon Service Dogs. 
Rebecca is a recent gradu-
ate of WWU with a Bache-
lor’s degree in Human Ser-
vices and is a perfect fit for 
the work that we do here at 
Brigadoon.  She is currently 
fostering Scout, one of our 
service dog graduates , as 
he recovers from surgery 
over the next few months.  
Rebecca is a wonderful ad-
dition to the staff and we 
look forward to have her on 
staff.  Welcome Rebecca! 

Rebecca Pickthorn, new Assistant Director at Brigadoon with program dog, Scout. 
Received  rehab care from Rebecca for 6 weeks following a double TPLO surgery and 
is doing great! Rebecca is a wonderful addition to our program and we look forward to 

working forward as we continue to develop and grow our program.  Welcome, Rebecca! 

Watch out for lack of appetite and 
lethargy. 

1. Avoid hot sidewalks — they 
burn tender paws. 

2. Increase access to water — add 
ice cubes for a special treat! 

3. Dig out that kiddie pool and 
invite a little water play. 

4. Take shorter walks, after the 
sun goes down—walk in the 
grass! 

5. Is it time for a haircut? 

6. KEEP  PETS and CHILDREN out 
of cars! 

Summer Heat Precautions! 

New Program Recruits 
Our new program  puppy candidates are a two-some brother and sister 
pair that are a delightful cross between Mastiff and Boxer.  A female 
named, Faye and her little brother, Bruno.  At three months they are 
quite the armload for Denise, our Founder and Executive Director. 
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Helping Hands Make it Possible to Offer a Helping Paw 

Last month we mentioned the 23,180 hours of man, woman and child ser-
vice hours that made it possible for Brigadoon to  complete its mission in 
2012.  Did you have a chance to think about what that really meant?  It 
means that in addition to the  1.7 paid staff members, Brigadoon had ac-
cess to the equivalent of 10.3 full time staff members.  That’s right — with 
your help we accomplished the work of 12 people on a penny-pinching 
budget. 

Our work is only possible because of the very generous assistance that our 
family, friends and community are able to provide.  We work hard, but that 
isn’t enough — without your generosity we wouldn’t be able to provide 
the services that we do.  This is especially the case since we have changed 
our policy to allow service members injured in active service access to ser-
vice dogs at no cost. 

Although we don’t have space to name you all, we can provide a sort of 
overview by the kind of work that is being done. 

Administrative, management, training, bathing, grooming, fundraising,  
maintenance, acquisitions, in-kind solicitations,  education and awareness 
programs, events planning, grant writing, ambassadorship, youth educa-
tional programs, advisory and professional services,  WorkOpportunity sup-
port, prison program support, and each and every friend, friend of a friend 
and family member that has stepped up to help with a special project, an 
errand, an event or other service that has helped in serving our clients.  
THANK  YOU! 

Join Us in a BBQ to 
Say Thank You to  

All of Our Wonderful Volunteers! 

There are no two ways about it — we couldn’t accom-
plish what we do without the help of our many volun-
teers who offer their support unstintingly.  They are the 
most generous, thoughtful and reliable people we could 
ever hope to find.  We couldn’t do it without you! 

Volunteer Appreciation BBQ Picnic 
Saturday, July 20, 2013 11:00 am—3 p.m. 

Brigadoon Service Dogs 

4759 Mission Road 

Bellingham, WA  98226 

Brigadoon Family, Friends, Clients, Sponsors and espe-
cially  our Volunteers.  Whether you worked in the ken-
nel, the training room, the bathing room, or the kitchen; 
whether you went for walks, trimmed toenails, bathed 
dogs, sat at an information stand, helped make our 
events a success, cleaned the facility, worked in the gar-
den or washed our vans — we want to see you there! 

Volunteers Make All the  
Difference in the World! 



__________ 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TODAY! 
Visit  us online at 
www.brigadoondogs.org or call 
us at (360) 733-5388 to help us 
make a difference in someone’s 
life.   

__________ 

In Memoriam— 
Am/Can Ch. Cassidae’s Cause for  Applause (Colin) 

Colin, a beautiful Smooth Collie s was Brigadoon’s very first service dog, passed 
away  on April 5, 2013.  He was son of Am/Can/Intnl Ch Cassidae’s Brigadoon, 
aka Briggs. 

He was partnered with our very first caller seeking Brigadoon Service Dogs’ 
help in finding a service dog for her. Barbara Brownfield and Colin passed their 
first Public Access Test  in November of 2006.   

At left — Colin  “Offering a Helping Paw.” 

 

Yes. They Are At It Again! 

Ambassadors Rob, Amber and Eva Lowe 
are back to their  DockDogs work for 
2013 and  brought home the DockDogs 
National Big Air Title of MASTER with 
their performance on April 29, 2013.   

Way to go Team  
Amber and Eva! 

 

 

Brigadoon Mourns the Loss of 
Sheila Sherman, a Wonderful Volunteer 

 

All of us at Brigadoon would like to share our deepest sympathy for the passing 
of one of our volunteers, Sheila Sherman.  Sheila began volunteering just before 
she turned 16 years old, eight years ago.  Sheila raised puppies for us, helped to 
train countless dogs, cleaned up after the dogs, walked and bathed dogs for us.  
But it went further than that.  She was one to call to find out if one of the dogs 
might benefit from a field trip.  One of her favorite things to do was to take a dog 
to the movies with her when the mood struck.  Why not!  We miss her wonderful 
smile and passion for the dogs in our program. 

We will miss you, Sheila.  Thank you for all that you did for us. 


